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-more strictly.” 


As virtuous men passe mildly ‘away 


And whisper to their soules, to goe, 
Whilst some of their sad friends doe say 
The breath goes now, and some say, no, 


So let us melt, and make no noise, 


No teare floods, nor sigh-tempests move... 


In all my partings I have known instince- 
tively that this advice of John Donne's 


is sound, I have always preferred 
simply to go, quietly, without ado, 
or adieux, But Frank has pointed out 
that I owe you, my sisters and bro- 
thers in this community, something 
more than a vanishing act, as well 

as owing our readers some explanation 
of where I am-goingand why. Let this 
last sermon, then, be my farewell; 
then let us be done. 

Last sermon, I hear you groan; 
yes, I know I have relied on that 
form of discourse too much, but it's 
too late now to start new habits. 
Anyway, it is the only way I can 
bring myself to discuss what in many 
ways is too hard to discuss. 

B sermon, of course, should be 
based on Scripture, and I can't think 
of any better passage than the one I 
chose for our fifth anniversary Mass 
last year. In the 12th chapter of 
Romans, Paul distils his thinking 
about living in community into a 
series of pungent proverbs 
"Rejoice in your hope, be patient in 
tribulation, be constant in prayer. 
Contribute to the needs of God's 
people, practice hospitality, rejoice 
with those who rejoice, weep with 
those who weep. Repay no one evil 
for evil." And, as he so often does, 
Paul uses the image of the body. 

None of us in this house is able to 
do all that needs to be done. Each 

of us has different talents and 
gifts, and Paul reminds us that our 
task is to do well those things we 
are gifted at and leave the rest to 
others. In so doing the community 
becomes an organic whole, each one 

in it complementing each other person. 
This doesn’t mean just stagnating. 
Living in commun ity is dynamic, not 
static; there is no perfect balance, 
With Frank and me gone, you will find 
that talents and gifts hidden in 
various of you will show themselves 
and fill the space left behind. 

Well, you know all of this, of 
course; why should I bring it up 
again? Partly, I suppose, because 
being didactic lets me avoid being 
personal, But it was precisely 
meditating on Paul's list of func- 
tions in this passage of Romans 
that led me eventually to the know- 
ledge that it was time to move on. 
What role do I have in this little 
Church we call the Des Moines Worker? 
After all, I am a man of few practical 
skills, I came to the Worker as a 
scholar and, as Peter Maurin foresaw, 


I have become more of a worker, just 
as he wanted workers to become scho- 


lars. More of a worker, I say, because 
I still have a long way to go. But 

you should have seen me before! In 
exchange for this learning, though, 
what do I have to give? From all in- 
dications my role seems to be one of 
teacher. I don't say this lightly: 

it immediately brings to mind James's 


warning: “Let not many of you, brothers 


and sisters, become teachers, for you 
know that we who teach will be judged 
But, like Jeremiah, 
"TE I say, ‘I will not mention God, 
or speak any more in God's name,' 
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there is in my heart a burning fire, 
shut up in my bones, and I am weary 
with holding it in, and I cannot," 

A teacher, then. But there is a 
kind of teacher who prepares a set 
of lectures and then repeats them, 
year in and year out, until the manu- 
scripts become yellow with age, That 
kind of teacher has lost the sense 
of trepidation James urges and the 
sense of urgency Jeremiah describes, 
Such a teacher is no longer a useful 
limb of the body, "Having gifts that 
differ according to the grace given 
to us, let us use them,” Paul tells 
us, never letting us forget that the 
gifts are given to build the commun- 
ity up, not to hold ourselves up. 

A gift that has been channeled into 
the routine, the comfortable, the 
predictable, is no longer “according 
to the grace given", Grace is never 
any of these things; how could God's 


: a 
freely-given love ever be reduced to 
a formula? 
But that is the kind of teacher 
I have become. I hear myself repeating 
the same stories, the same advice, 
the same sayings of the saints or 
teachings of the Council in the same 
situations. This is a sure sign that 
it is time to go somewhere else, It 
is unbecoming in a thirty-year-old 
man to cease becoming, to settle into 
pomposity and stodginess. It is even 
worse not to notice when that has 
happened. I see the tendency, so I 
resolve to go. But I am unable to 
make a clean break with my past, so 
I choose to go on being a peacemaker; 
specifically, peace secretary for 
the Michigan office of the American 
Friends Service Committee in Ann Arbor, 
Of course it's no surprise that I 
continue in the peace movement. These 
years in Des Moines have increased 
rather than decreased my conviction 
that such a task is crucial if the 
world is to go on, And with each 
successive celebration of the Euchar- 
ist at this house it gets plainer to 
me that the heart of that ceremony 
is reconciliation, In that celebration 
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we are re-membered; our dismemberment 
is repaired and once more we become 
“one body in Christ and individually 
members one of another." We share one 
cup, we break together one loaf. Even 
such passing gestures as mingling 
water in the wine or dropping a crumb 
of bread into the cup are signs of 
uniting what we ususally choose to 
see as separate, But, “do not be con- 
formed to this world," Paul says, be- 
cause this world teaches us estrange- 
ment and disintegration, “but be 
transformed" so that we become one 

in all we see and do. 

But you know this as well as I do. 
You don't need me to tell you about 
community. So I go, perhaps to share 
what living in common with you has 
taught me, certainly to learn from 
others about other things. To continue 
to teach, I must return to learning. 

This is not to say that I am burnt 
out. By no means, What I have seen 
Since Lazarus House opened has ener- 
gized me. I cannot think of a time 
when this community has been so solid, 
so sane, so rich. I need have no 
sense of guilt for leaving. I could 
choose no better time, To be sure, 
you will do things differently with- 
out me, but you will do them, and 
do them well. Indeed, this may be my 
last lesson: to leave you to do what 
must be done on your own. Sometimes 
the best teaching method is to with- 
draw, for only then can the pupils 
see how well the lessons have been 
learned. I am convinced you have 
learned well, Where you have not, 
you know where to go to learn:to 
the Gospels, to the teaching of the 
Church, above all to the sacraments. 


And don‘t forget to be sacraments 


yourselves, sacraments of love. 

Don't forget that community too is 

a Sacrament, "I appeal to you, 
brothers and sisters" to quote Paul 
one last time, “to present yourselves 


as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God." 


Enough sermon then. I leave you 


instead with Donne's poem as a 
parting gifts: 


~So let us melt, and make no noise, 
No teare-floods, nor sigh- 
tempests move, 
*Twere prophanation of our joyes 
To tell the la etie our love. 
Dull sublunary lovers love 
(Whose soule is sense)cannot admit 
Absence, because it doth remove 
Those things which elemented it. 


But we by‘*a love, so much refin'd 
That our selves know not what it is, 
Inter-assured of the mind, 
Care lesse, eyes, lips, and hands 


to misse. 
Our two soules, therefore, which 


are one, 
Though I must goe, endure not yet 
A breach, but an expansion, 
Like gold to ayery thinnesse beat. 


If they be two, they are two so 
A stiffe twin compasses are two, 
Thy soule the fixt foct, makes no 
showe 
To move, but doth, if the'other doe. 


And though it in the center sit, 
Yet when the other far doth rome, 
It leanes and hearkens after it, 
And grows erect, as that comes home. 


Such wilt thou be to mee, who must 
Like the'other foot, obliquely runne. 
Thy firmnes makes my circle just, 
Ana makes me end, where I begunne. 
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Cult and culture are the first 
two points in Peter Maurin's program 
for the Catholic Worker Movement. 
Therefore, Mass is celebrated every 
Friday night at 8:00 PM(unless other- 
wise noted)at Lazarus House, 1317 8th. 

We will be resuming our schedule 
of round-table discussions for clari- 
fication of thought on alternate 
Fridays immediately after Mass. 
PLEASE NOTE: Mass is every Friday3$ 
the discussions are every other Fri- 
day, according to the schedule below, 


Ali are welcome to join us around 
the Lord's table and for clarification 
of thought. 


UPCOMING DISCUSSIONS : 

October 8--Members of the Iowa 
Resisters will lead a discussion 
of the prosecutions of those 
who have refused to register. 


October 22--Dottie and Patti will 
talk about family violence. 


November 6--There will be a dis- 
cussion; topic to be announced. 


November 19--There will be a dis- 
cussion; topic to be announced. 


PERSONAL NOTE FROM THE EDITOR? 
This is the last issue I will be 
putting out, since I am soon to 

depart for Ann Arbor to work for 

the American Friends Service Committee 
[see page 1]. 

I have been editor of via pacis, 
except for a hiatus when I was “on 
leave" in Japan, since March of 1979, 
This paper has been my joy, even my 
child, for a long time. I leave the 
editorship, as I do this community, 
with many deep regrets. Nevertheless, 
I am confident that it will continue 
to be a means for clarification of 
thought for all our many readers. 
Indeed, there is every indication 
that it will be more of a common 
venture of the community in the 
future than a sort of private pre- 
serve as it has tended to be under 
my editorship. I wish the folks here 
well in their journalistic efforts. 

In departing, I want to thank all 
of you readers who have been so kind 
as to let me know of your apprecia- 
tion of and support for this paper. 
It has made the labor well worth my 
sleepless nights to know that there 
are those who look forward to each 


issue, Thanks. 
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HELP! Our funds are again very low. We've had to pay property 
taxes and utility bills. This has depleted our finances, After 
this mailing of via pacis goes out, our account will be nearly 
exhausted, 

We! realize on a daily basis that life is difficult for everyone 
in these economic hard times, but if you could remember us with 
ANY donation, however small, it would help us greatly. It is 
getting colder and our heat bills will be growing.... 

In addition to cash help, many other needs have arisen as we 
approach the winter months. As harvest closes, our supply of fresh 
vegetables dwindles; we could use any kind of canned fruits and 
vegetables. We also have a continuing need for such staples as eggs 
coffee, peanut butter and the like. Also, our spice rack is nearly 
empty; when we cook the same kinds of foods a lot, the seasonings 
make all the difference. Besides food, we need cleaning supplies 
of all kinds. We could also use a large coffee pot. And last but 
far from least, we have a great need for blankets. 

By the time you get this issue of via pacis, no doubt other 
needs will have arisen. Of none of the above excites you, just 
give us a call and we can suggest something else we need. Thanks, 


Announcements 


OCTOBER 10 at 2:00 PM, Dr. Helen Caldicott will speak at Plymouth 
Congregational Church here in Des Moines 


if 
OCTOBER 13-14, The Rosenfield Program at Grinnell College will be 
presenting a Nuclear Disarmament Symposium on campus, Our readers' 
attention is especially directed to William Stringfellow, the 


lawyer and theologian, who will be there. Contact Robert Grey 
at (515) 236-2930, 


OCTOBER 15-17, the Midwest Catholic Women's Coalition invites all 
women and men of Illinois, Iowa, Missouri and Wisconsin to its 
regional Women's Ordination Conference in Milwaukee. Contact 
Regional WOC, 2126 N. 46th St., Milwaukee, WI 53208, 


OCTOBER 23, the third Iowa Freeze Conference will be hela at Tiny 
Tots Auditorium here in Des Moines. Contact Iowa Freeze Campaign, 
4211 Grand Ave., Des Moines, IA 50312, ~ ' 


OCTOBER 30-NOVEMBER 2, ACORN will be setting up a "Reagan Ranch" 
tent city to symbolize the failure of Reaganomics. This is 
being timed to coincide with Gary Eklund's trial, Contact 
ACORN, (515) 288-2740, 


NOVEMBER 1 is Gary's trial, See the box on the Opposite page and 
the announcement below for events surrounding this. 


¢ 


LEK KOK EER EOL ELE 


Fr. Daniel Berrigan, SJ, 
will be in Des Moines the 
evening of Sunday, October 
31, for a service which 
will include a mock trial 

of Gary Eklund. Fr. Berri- 
gan will be defense counsel. 
Time and place to be ar- 
ranged; contact the house. 
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Look kindly, dear readers, on my 
first contribution to the pages of 
via pacis. Though I write this with 
all of two months’ tenure on the 
staff of the Catholic Worker, I am 
not the newest member of this commu- 
nity. Even newer blood in the persons 
of Patti McKee and Sharron Clemons 
has come to us, Patti arrives fresh 
from the presumably ivied halis of 
the University of Missouri, and 
Sharron from the staff of a halfway 
house in Kansas City. Sharron aspires 
to join the Holy Rosary Sisters in 
a year, while Patti has brought her 
extreme competence to the Mainstream 
group home for children, as well as 
to our house. 

If you are still with me after 
ploughing through that last lengthy 
sentence, read now of the departure 
of Frank Cordaro(yes, your eyes did 


not deceive you)from our midst. 
Unthinkable as it may be, the man 
who hac built and sustained this 
little experiment for the last six 
years has decided to leave on 
November 1 for parts unknown even 

to him at this writing. Someone else 
will have to push and prod and 
enrage us when we descend into sloth 
and irresponsibility. I know that 

I am not one to fill those shoes, 
but nature abhors a vacuum and 
leaders can arise’ from the most 
unlikely places. 

Frank's absence will leave 
Norman Searah as our eldest and 
most seasoned communitarian. He 
is more solid and reliable than 
the very bricks-of the house he 
serves. Mike Sprong, a grizzled 
veteran of one year, has been 
putting heart and soul into the 
resistance to draft registration, 
Dottie Lynch is the kind of cool 
and capable person without whom 
someone like me, who suffers from 
chronic scatterbrain, would be 
lost. 

You may gather from all this 
that I admire the people here(and 
also that I have to live with them 
after this article sees print). 

You would be right 3 this is a 
happy family as families go. We 

are a sociable and gregarious lot-- 
that's one reason why we live in 
community. After the guests have 
been tucked in bed, we endlessly 
talk, argue, philosophize, joke 
outrageously, dream and plan among 
ourselves. 

But why, then, such transience? 
Why do staff members in houses like 
ours seem to come and go only a 


little more slowly than the guests food, clothing, shelter, uplifted 
we shelter? I suspect one reason is 
that many people come to a place 
like this searching for Something-- 
some great spiritual experience or 
enlightenment. They soon find that 
the spiritual life consists largely 
of washing dishes, mopping floors, 
changing beds, and sometimes trying 
to coexist with people you wish 
would just go away. We undertake 

to approach the Spirit by burying 
ourselves in the concerns of Matter: 
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cratic respect for human dignity. 

And who am I to wax so pretentious 
after two months? Among my credentials 
are two years' basic training with 
the Community for Creative Non-Vio- 
lence in Washington, DC, and more 
years than that as a wandering beggar, 


scavenger, artist and vagabond on 
-on the streets and highways of North 


America. I plan to be here for a 
while. That's what they all say.» 


A SELECTION FROM HER 
WRITINGS & READINGS 


A selection from her 
writings and readings 
“Better than any biography ae oe 

to date, this sampling of 

what the late Dorothy Day wrote and read. what 
she felt and what she loved, is a chance to get to 
know this very great lady...Here is a rare oppor- 
tunity to read alorig with an unofficial saint.” 
Michael Christopher in U.S. Catholic, Hardcover $9.95 


To our readers: 
Templegate Publishers has generously offered to share with us 

a portion of the proceeds from the sale of The Dorothy Day Book to 

readers of via pacis. Please use the order form below. You are asked 

to pay either by check or credit card, 


legate Publishers 


Post Office Box 5152, Springfield, IL 62705 
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point of physical blockade. 

We believe that the trials of If the justice system of the U.S. 
draft registration resisters are is to be perverted into a weapon 
injustices which must not be allowed against those who disagree with an 
to take place. The government, increasingly oppressive administra- 
knowing that it cannot prosecute tion, it will be over our direct 
all of the hundreds of thousands opposition, We invite and urge all 
of people who have declined to people who share our outrage to 
register, has chosen to persecute join us in this act of protest. 

a few outspoken individuals who have wKE 
dared to state publicly the reasons The above is a statement prepared 
for their refusal. by the Blockade Committee of the 

Registration has been made a Draft Resister Support Group. Those 
political tool by the current admin- who are interested in joining in 
istration to put resisters, their the proposed blockade of the Federal 
beliefs, and their actions on trial. Courthouse on the first day of 
Insistence on one's right of con- Gary Eklund's trial(November 1) should 
science has become a criminal act. be in touch with us at the CW House, 
We feel an obligation to uphold the Yelp us support the first Iowan to 
right of the resisters to demon- be prosecuted for his refusal to 
strate their beliefs, even to the prepare for war. 


(in our better moments)by an unbureau- 


We just returned from the Cath- 
olic Worker Midwest regional retreat 
at Sugar Creek, Iowa. The retreat 
was just what I needed to write this, 
my last What's Happening column. I 
wrote in our last issue, "I'm burned 
out, my health is failing and I'm 
in need of an extended rest." Soon 
after the August 9 SAC action I gave 
the community a November departure 
date and have been taking the 
time in between to put my person 
and my space in order. Since the 
decision my health has clearly 
improved. So it must be the right 
thing. 

My first act was to store my 
books in a safe place, This process 
took three days. I confess publicly 
what most of my friends already know: 
my six and a half years of voluntary 
poverty never affected the ownership 
of books, something I cling to. Now 
that they are stored away in Fr. 
John Zietler's closet, I may come 
to realize I can live without my 
books. 

Earlier this month Norman had 
a friend from the Mustard Seed(the 
Worcester, Massachusetts, Catholic 


Worker House)come and visit him on 
the way back east. Mike Boover was 


on his way back to the Mustard Seed 
to say good-bye to friends and col- 
lect his things, after being there 
for over nine years. By chance, I 
got to talk to Mike the night before 
he hit the road again. We talked 

for an hour in the attic and learned 
that we have a lot in common. He was 
also a founder ‘of his community, and 


made the decision to leave last spring. 


Toward the end of his stay he too 

had health problems. Mike assured 

me that there is also life, and life 
abundant after deciding to leave and 
go where the Spirit leads(in his 

case, to Sheep Ranch CW farm in 
California). I ask you to continue 

to keep me in your prayers-~beginnings 
can be scary. 

I want to ask all of our faithful 
supporters and co-workers to continue 
to support the community here at the 
Des Moines Catholic Worker, There 
is not a bad egg in the bunch. They 
may not have the many connections 
with the outside supporters that I 
have now, but them neither did Joe 
DaVia and I when we first began this 
experiment. Make an effort to come 
and visit the community and reassure 
these folks of your support. Get to 
know them as you have gotten to know 
me, They are good people who under- 
stand the value of hospitality and 
they wish to share this ministry 
with others. 

I also think it'sa good thing 
that this will be the last What's 
Happening column. It has been pre- 
sumptuous of me--one person--to 
pretend to keep on top of what's 
happening here. This place is simply 
mushrooming. While I might have had 
a summary grasp of what was happening 
in the community when we began, our 
efforts and endeavors take in a lot 
more people going in many more direc- 
tions, There are as many "what's 


what’s 
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happenings" as there are people. 

There are just a few folks I 
would like to mention in closing. 
Our good friend John Shiel paid us 
a visit on his way to Bangor, Wash- 
ington, for the Trident protest. I 
tried to talk him into staying for 
the SAC action but couldn’t sway 
him from the lure of the Pacific. 
Fr, Carl Kabat and Theresa Giusti 
stopped in on their way back east 
after being with us for the SAC wit- 
ness. They had with them one of the 
four Mark 12 nose cones the Atlantic 
Life Community managed to scavenge 
from the GE plant in King of Prussia, 
Pennsylvania. Bev and Dar Hurni from 
Sioux City visited the new house 
with their children. They brought 
with them boxes of groceries which 
they had bought for the house. these 
two fine people have a very limited 
income and make it a point to donate 
every month to the CW in Sioux City. 
Having read of our need in the last 
via pacis they decided to set one 
month's allotment toward our house, 

Of course since his indictment 
as a non-registrant, we have been 
hosting Gary Eklund while he is in 
Des Moines working on his defense, 
His trial is November 13 and one of 
the last projects I will be involved 
in before I leave will be the 
blockade we are planning to have 
around the Federal Court House that 
day(for details of that and other 
events surrounding the trial, see 
the announcement elsewhere in this 
issue). 

The peace movement in Iowa, 
and we here at the Worker especially, 
said good-bye to Jacquee Dickey at 


this community, having introduced 
me to Joe DaVia in the spring on 
1976. She moved in after spending 

a year at the Kansas City CW, and 
then moved on to become the coordi- 
nator of the Iowa Peace Network. 
She is now enrolled in the M. Div. 
program at Notre Dame. Jacquee will 
be sorely missed in the Iowa peace 
community, but we know this will 
not be the last we hear of this fine 
woman, 

We received some bad news about 
that same time. Patience and Michael 
Wehle lost their baby. Little 
Patience died in the womb a couple 
of weeks before she was due. We 
share in their grief and wish them 
the strength they need, especially 
since they are also in the midst of 
opening a Catholic Worker house in 
Columbus, Ohio. We ask your prayers 
for them, 

I wish I could tell you a little 
more clearly about the where and the 
what of my next move, but circum- 
stances do not permit. As a friend 
in the U.S. Attorney's office in 
Omaha told me, it will be a photo 
finish to determine which violation 
gets me thrown in jail first: 
participating in the August 9 SAC 
witness in spite of two previous 
ban-and-bar letters or not 
paying compensation for tHe alleged 
damage to the sign on December 28, 
1980(it was to have been paid by 
this month). 

Whatever comes down--A, B or 
none of the above--I am leaving 
this most comfortable home of mine. 
This past weekend at Sugar Creek, 
playing, praying and sharing with 
over fifty Catholic Workers from 
all over the region, was a great 
shot in the arm for me and all of 
us. I came to realize that the 
Catholic Worker is a movement, and 


the end of August. There was a special being a movement makes it bigger 


service of recognition for her at 
St. Ambrose Cathedral on August 24. 
Bishop Dingman spoke in his homily 
of Jacquee’s gifts and of how we 

as a Church have failed to celebrate 
the ministry of lay people. "This 

is a first," he said of the service, 
"but it must not be the last." 
Jacquee was one of the founders of 


than any one house. I am leaving 

the CW House in Des Moines, but I 

am not leaving the movement, It has 
become part of my life; its principles 
and values are as dear to me as my 
faith itself. + 
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draft update: 
eklund 
indicted 


On September 1, an indictment 
was handed down charging Gary Eklund, 
a former member of the Des Moines 
Catholic Worker, with “failure" to 
register for the draft(apparently 
the language of the law does not 
allow for the possibility of a 
deliberate refusal). The next day 
some sixty people rallied at the 
Federal Courthouse in Des Moines 
to protest the indictment and show 
their support for Gary and the other 
public non-registrants in Iowa, 

A number of them came with written 
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statements of complicity which were 
delivered by hand to one of U.S. 
Attorney Richard Turner's assistants. 
Turner himself was out of town, It 
had been hoped that the statements 
would be turned in to the F. B. ans 9 
but courthouse guards were unwilling 
to let all those wishing to turn 
themselves in do so. (See letters 
elsewhere on this page.) 


On September 10, Gary was arraigned. 


A trial date of November 1 has been 
set, and a number of activities are 
being planned around that event; 
more information about them will be 
found on pagje 3 of this issue, 
After Gary's arraignment a press 
conference was held across from the 
courthouse, at which the following 


statement was issued; 
REX 


We six young men who were able 
to be here today are only a few 
among thousands of Iowans who have 
refused to comply with this unconsti- 
tutional and totally unjust law. 

Like the hundreds of thousands of 
young non-registrants across the 
country we are motivated by a vari- 
ety of moral, religious, philosoph- 
ical and political beliefs. 

We do, however, share a conviction 
that the youth, the parents, and 
others in this country will not 
stand for the further Vietnamization 
of Central America, 

This first step toward a return 
to active conscription is a complete 
failure, Our "crime" is not not 
having registered--over a million 
people have not registered; our 
"crime" is having spoken out pub- 
licly on the subject. Our “crime" 
is not what we have done, but what 
we have said. 

There is no intention to prosecute 
all of us; their intent is simply to 
put a few cf us on highly publicized 
show trials in an attempt to inti- 
midate seventeen- and eighteen-year- 
old children into violating their 
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moral and religious beliefs out of 
fear, 

Some of us may well have to go 
to jail--if so, we shall join our 
brothers and sisters in prisons in 
South Africa, in Argentina, in the 
Soviet Union and other countries 
around the world for refusing to be 
drafted to fight wars their govern- 
ments may currently be waging, 

Nuremburg stated once and for 
all that final responsibility for 
moral decisions lies with the indi- 
vidual and not with their govern- 
ment. We firmly believe this, 

Gary Eklund 
Jeff Hall 
Rusty Martin 
Kevin Phillips 
Russ Simmons 
Mike Sprong 


At all of these events other 
public non-registrants have attempted 
to turn themselves in to the author- 
ities. It is obvious from the govern- 
ment's refusal to take advantage of 
their offer that no serious attempt 
is being made to enforce the law. 

Events are moving quickly on this 
issue, We urge our readers to keep 
in contact with Mike Sprong at the 
house to know what is happening. 


[Eds. note: Copies of the letter 
reprinted below were sent to Bishop 


Dingman, the Des Moines Register and 
the National Catholic Reporter, We 


have receved no answer from Turner, 

but he told a reporter from NCR that 

his office “would prosecute in 

their own time, not the Catholic 

Workers'."(see NCR of 9/24/82) } 
August 6, 1982 

Dear Mr, Turners: 

We read in the Des Moines Register 
of August 5, 1982, that prosecution 
of violators cf the Selective Service 
laws is a "priority' in your o*fice, 

In order to make your task easier 
in your commendable effort to restore 
law and order to Southern Iowa, we 
forward to you the enclosed two items 
Erom via pacis[vol. 4 no, 4:August/ 
September 1980; and vol. 6 no, 4: 
July/August 1982; both containing 


statements of complicity and support-- 
eds. note].... 

You would be hard pressed to find 
a public draft resister in Iowa who 
has not in some way been harbored 
or assisted by the Des Moines Cath- 
olic Worker and by us personally. 

We wish to reaffirmto you person- 
ally our commitment to the stand 
taken in these public statements, 


and urge you to be fair and impar— 
tial in your enforcement of the law 
by considering us, who are of more 
mature age and experience, as much 
felons as the young men who are 
now the objects of your prosecutorial 
zeal, Thank you for your attention 
to this matter, 

Sincerely, 

Richard Cleaver 


Frank Cordaro 
ERK 
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[Eds. notes The following statement 
was delivered in person to Assistant 
U.S. Attorney Joseph Beck after the 
rally held the day after Gary Eklund 
was indicted, along with similar 
statements of complicity by a number 
of Des Moines people, ] 


September 1, 1982 
To Whom It May Concern: 
Friends: 
The undersigned members of the 


‘Des Moines Catholic Worker Community 


hereby go on record that we have 
aided, abetted, counseled and har- 
bored Gary Eklund, who yesterday 
was indicted for refusal to register 
for the draft, 

Gary Eklund lived as a member of 
our community for a number of months, 
Ever since registration was rein- 
stated, this community has harbored 
young men who have refused compliance 
because of conscience; Rusty Martin, 
Russ Simmons, Jeff Hall are among 
these, Currently Mike Sprong is 
living with us and we will continue 
to support him in his resistance to 
militarism, 

We are a Christian community and 
regard it as our duty as disciples 
of the Lord of Love to oppose all 
wars and preparations for wars. 

This registration is just such a 
preparation for killing and we will 
do all that is in our power to thwart 
it. 

Thus,.we regard ourselves as 
equally guilty with Gary Eklund and 
urge you to prosecute us with him, 

In Christ's Peace, 
Richard Cleaver 
Frank Cordaro 


Dottie Lynch 


by Richard Cleaver 


Once again, as we have done four 
times before, we observed the anni- 
versary of the United States" use 
of nuclear weaponry on Nagasaki. 
This year marked thirty-seven years 
in which no tangible progress has 
been made in the effort to make 
the atomic bombing of Nagasaki, 
with its destruction of 70,000 
human lives, the last use ever of 
these demonic weapons, 

About seventy people gathered 
in Omaha on August 7, and spent 
the weekend getting acquainted fwith 
one another and planning the attion. 
A wide area was represented: people 
came from as far north as Baudette, 
Minnesota, on the Canadian border; 
as far south as Wichita; and as far 
east as Baltimore, with Jonah House 
represented by Fr. Carl Kabat and 
Theresa Giusti, One of the side- 
purposes of the weekend was to gather 
a group of people from our region 
to cooperate in resistance acti- 
vities all over the Midwest. 

The large number of people 
involved made the discernment of 
the nature and details of the action 
longer and more difficult than has 
usually been the case, Nevertheless, 
by late Sunday night the next day's 


event had been laid out, 
The witness itself went like a 


charm, Providentially, we all 
arrived to begin the demonstration 
at precisely 11:02, the time of the 
bombing. We piled out of. the vans 
that had brought us, linked arms 
and, singing a hastily-composed 
round in honor of the occasion, 
walked slowly but determinedly 
through the gates and some two 
hundred yards past them toward the 
main control center of the base, 

By this time, the guards had called 
for reinforcements and halted our 
advance; we then staged a die-in 
and were taken to the base theater 
for processing. . 

This took the rest of the day. 
The nearly sixty of us who were 
arrested filled the time with singing, 
solo, group and in some cases in 
harmony. This impromptu concert was 
only once interrupted. Mike Sprong 
and Jerry Mehalovich both refused 
to give their names and as a conse- 
quence were separated from the rest 
of us and each other, The F.B.I. 
was summoned and, after a dramatic 
moment when guards came filing into 
the theater and blocked ail the 
entrances, the two were handcuffed 
and led away. Mike tells their’ story 
in the adjacent article. 

The rest of us were eventually 
released and, with the exception of 
Mike and Jerry, no charges have been 
filed as of this issue's going to 
print. 

The universal feeling after the 
action was over and we had returned 
to the warmth of Serpents and Doves 
was one of deep satisfaction, even 
euphoria. In the event all of our 
diversity had been submerged into 
a witness of unusual unity and rich- 
ness. All in all, a good start for... 
a regional effort. 

RKKKK 


by Mike Sprong 


More than anything, I remember 
being cold. Soaked to the bone and 
shivering, I am led, handcuffed, to 
the F.B.1I. car. Jerry and I are 
gently eased into the back seat. 
Outside the base theater the weather 
is still wet and chilly. My shivers 
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turn into convulsions. I'm so cold. 
But I have this secure feeling of 
accomplishment. Today was a great 
day. No more Nagasakis, no more 
Hiroshimas, was the cry thoughout 
the land, Perhaps we are indeed 
learning that it is a sin to use, 

or even plan to use, nuclear weapons, 
Perhaps I'm being an optimist. 

One of the F.B.1. agents notices 
my intense shivering. “Relax," she 
says, “you're going to be OK," I 
suppose she's surprised by my young, 
innocent-looking face, I glance at 
Jerry. He flashes me a reassuring 
smile and a nod, "Now you are going 
to give us all the information we 
need," the same woman agent smugly 
remarks. It's cooperation time. By 
the time we've reached the Omaha 
city limits our agent has all the 
pertinent information, Next stop, 
the Federal Building in the heart 


of downtown Omaha, and the F.B.I. 
offices there, 

Right about now it dawns on me. 
I*m going to spend the night—-if 
not longer-~in jail. Look at the 
bright sides they haven't separated 
me from Jerry. Besides, my relation- 
ship with the agents is going well, 
I think they know that we're harmless 
and for the most part honest, I 
think they trust us. Again, I’m an 
optimist. 

Have you ever been interrogated? 
I would guess that being questioned 
by Feds about non-violent CD is 
nothing compared to the treatment 
the Rosenbergs received. For a few 
minutes the two agents(both women) 
get real straight-faced and too 
stoic for words. It's their job, 
But after all is said and done, 
they smile at me. Then almost apolo- 
getically they announce that it's 


cs 


iD we wae @ AD 


pe ea ee) 


A, 


time to transport us to the Douglas 
County Correctional Center, 

After being processed, showering, 
and donning the traditional jail 
jumpsuits,-Jerry and I are taken to 
“Module H", Nice place they have 
here. The night is uneventful, 
almost pleasant after having been 
wet and cold all day. Also, they 
have never separated me from Jerry. 
I don't think he knows how much 
being with him has helped me to 
get through this. 

At 8:30 the morning of August 10, 
we are processed out and taken to 
the Federal Building where we face 
Magistrate Richard C. Peck, But 
that’s another story, one that 1°11 


let an objective observer tell, 
EEKKK 


by Dottie Lynch 
Mike and Jerry entered in hand- 
cuffs, After these were removed, 


they took seats at the defense table, 
Judge Peck entered and the proceedings 
began. He explained to them that 
they had the right to retain counsel 
and to have their case heard before 
a district judge rather than before 
a magistrate. Both Jerry and Mike 
said they wanted to seek legal 
advice and they were given a week 
to do so. 

Thus it was Tuesday, August 17 
when we finally gathered in Omaha 
for the trial, "Let the record 
reflect that this is case #82-0074M, 
the United States v. Jerry Mehalovich 
and Mike Sprong, and that this is a 
resumption of the arraignment pro- 
ceedings begun on August 10." Looking 
at the two young men, Judge Peck 
continued, "The continuance of 
these proceedings was granted in 
order for you both to secure legal 
advice. Observing you both seated 


alone now in this courtroom, could 
I reasonably assume that you have 
waived your respective rights to 
counsel?" 

Upon replying in the affirmative, 
the two signed forms verifying the 
waiver. Given the choice to continue 
with Judge Peck instead of a district 
judge, they signed more forms waiving 
their right to the latter, Then the 
actual arraignment began. The judge 
informed them of the charge and the 
maximum penalty, six months and/or 
$500, Both men pleaded "nolo conten- 
dere”, stating that they did not 
contest the facts of their presence 
on the base, yet, because they felt 
that what they did was the EU Eh, 
they felt no guilt and could not 
plead guilty. 

The government offering no 
objections to the plea, Judge Peck 
indicated that such pleas would be 
treated as guilty pleas. He then 
paused for a moment, as if contem— 
plating a course of action. Then he 
announced that he would conduct the 
pre-sentence investigation in the 
courtroom to save time and energy. 

First he directed his questions at 
Jerry--place of birth, parents' 
occupations, number of brothers and } 
sisters, etc. I believe he asked ’ 
the questions himself to find out / 
what kind of people do civil disobe- 
dience, For example, he asked at one 
point, "Does civil disobedience take 
precedence over hospitality?" to 

which Jerry answered that they go 

hand in hand, Peck seemed very inter- 
ested in this connection, After 

asking questions about education 

and the like, the judge quizzed Mike 
similarly. 

Then he asked if the government 
had any recommendations for the 
court. Naturally it did. The prose- 
cutor mentioned that the he did not 
recommend incarceration because the 
two did not exhibit violence, He 
felt, though, that they showed no 
remorse, were disruptive to base 
personnel and had not learned their 
lesson, as evidenced by their return 
to the SAC base, Therefore, he asked 
for a heavy fine as a Geterrent-- 
upwards of $300 apiece, 

Then came the defendant's state- 
ments, Jerry addressed the issues 
of deterrence, personal witness and ; 
the need for direct action beyond 
speaking and writing. Mike comple- 
mented this, focussing on the non- 
violent nature of the action as an 
example to all and the conflict which 
occurred between obedience to civil 
law and to the higher law on which 
he bases his life. : 

The judge was silent for several 
moments after the statements. Looking 
at Mike and Jerry intently, he 
inquired about the effectiveness of 
their working outside the system. 

"Though the process is slow, it 
works."’ He would not ask them to 
swerve from their dedication to 
peace; to do so would be foolhardy, 
However, they should change their 
methods. It was his belief that 
neither fines nor incarceration 
would alter their actions but he 
did believe they had shown a change 
in attitude because they were not 
defiant of the court as some of 
their predecessors had been, 

For these reasons, he said, he 
sentenced both to nine months of 
supervised probation, with the stip- 
ulation that neither would enter any 
military base without the express 
permission of the base C, 0. And 
thus ended the trial.-- 
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HOSPITALITY 


by Sharron Clemons 


At 10:00 PM the phone rang. The 
woman on the other end was nearly 
in tears. She asked if I would help 
her. Before I could answer, she 
started telling me she and seven of 
her family had left home three days 
before. They had had so much bad 
luck since that she couldn't take 
any more. Their car had broken down 
for the third time on the outskirts 
of Des Moines. It took all but $4 
of the money they had left to fix 
it. She finished by telling me the 
police had given her our number. 

When she stopped, I asked if they 
wanted to stay at our house. She 
sounded somewhat taken aback. "Yes, 
we would," she responded, “but there 


are eight of us and we have no money.” 


I reassured her that didn't matter; 
we don't ask people to pay and we 


have plenty of room. She incredulously 


demanded to know what kind of place 
this was. "A Catholic Worker house," 


I told her, and explained what we 
do. She said that sounded good to 
her and asked for directions. 

When I finished, she asked if 
they could get something to eat wh 
when they arrived. Before I could 
answer she had started to explain 
they had run out of food that after- 
noon, and had not eaten since, I 
told her I would have food as well 
as beds ready by the time they 
arrived, 

I was tired and had been looking 
forward to getting some sleep when 
she called. I put aside that notion 
and regrouped myself for the coming 
onslaught. 

Just as I had finished getting 
everything ready, the family arrived. 
It was my turn to be incredulous. 
Their station wagon looked like a 
giant scortoise that crawled up the 
street and then died in front of 
our house. There was a shell of 
boxes, bundles and packages at least 
four deep covering the top and out- 
side of the car, 

When the car stopped, all eight 
erupted from within, amidst shouts 
and loud voices. Everyone had 
emerged, but the car was still 
packed to the gills. It was beyond 
me how all of them fit inside too. 

I suggested everyone eat before 
getting settled. During most of the 
meal, the woman and the three child- 
ren were very talkative. Her husband 
and his three sisters were quiet. 
The woman recounted their story, 
all the while reassuring herself 
and the others everything was going 
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to be ala right, that they were going 
to make it. ; 

The children were inquisitive 
and outspoken, "Do you live here?" 
"This is a nice house. How did you 
buy it?" “Mom, I’ve had on these 
clothes too long, when can I put on 
different clothes?" ‘Where do I 
sleep?" ‘When can I take a bath?" 

I learned the family had been 
living out of the car since leaving 
home. They started out with $85 and 
were now down to $4. They left home 
abruptly because they "really needed 
a fresh start-to make it". 

Towards the end of the meal the 


wide awake too. Staff and guests 
popped out from their rooms to assess 
the disturbance at its various levels 
of intensity. 

Eventually chaos subsided into 
quiet. All the guests were in their | 
rooms; voices, footsteps and running 
water ceased. Sitting in the dark 
living rdom, I savored the silence 
while reflecting on the tumultuous 
evening. I felt exhausted yet happy 
to be part of our household this 
evening. § : 

Our new guests were not much 
different from guests past, present 
and yet to come, The number, circum- 


husband sat down beside me, apolo- 
gizing for not talking much. I told 
him that was OK. He then said, "I 
hope to be recognized as a great 
writer someday." He had forty-two 
different kinds of Bibles and wanted 
to sythesize them all into one kind, 
He added, "A minister back home even 
accused me of trying to start a new 
religion." Then he just stared at 
me. 

His three sisters then joined 
the discussion, much to my relief. 
They all took turns commenting on 
their journey and how happy they 
were to be ‘there. 

When everyone finished eating, 

I began to wash the dishes. The 
woman immediately drafted three 
family members to help. The others 
began to retrieve their PJs, toilet- 


ries and clothing for the next morning. 
Settling involved sheer pandemonium, 
_ There were several cats in the car 


apparently fed up with the cramped, 
crowded, uncomfortable conditions 
of the previous three days. Every 
time a car door cracked open they 
made their escape, with family mem- 
bers in noisy, hot pursuit. 

It seemed every essential item 
was packed away in a separate con=- 
tainer, each of which was buried 
under all the rest. Each family 
member made at least three dashes 
for the car for additional items or 
to chase and corral cats. 

Soon, the rest of the house was 


stances and times of arrival are 
different. The important similarities, 
however, never change. 

Our guests are people who are 


thought of as nobodies in our society. 
They're not somebodies important 
enough, moneyed enough, or somehow 
deserving enough to be treated with 
love, care or respect. They are 
treated and cast about like junk 
when they need help the most. At 

our house these people are welcomed 
as somebodies because we know God 
doesn't make junk, Every time we 
welcome new guests, we are saying 
everybody is a somebody who deserves 
to be treated accordingly. In every- 
thing we do here,- we are trying to 
express that in the most effective 
and constructive way possible. For 
that reason alone, I treasure being 
here, 


community members and many of our 
guests followed. Once the ceremonies 
were finished, we all shared tea 
and various goodies baked by friends, 
The readings included both 
scripture readings about Lazarus: 
the raising of Jesus' friend from 
the dead and the rich man and the 
beggar Lazarus. Both of these 
scriptures are powerful reminders 
for us here, As Jesus friend Lazarus 
was devoid of life so was Lazarus 
House when it was first purchased, 
But through the power of God both 
were raised from the dead to life, 
Lazarus House is now full of life 
and activity, having served 200 


house 
blessing 


by Patti McKee 


During the last week of August 
our house was bustling with activity 
aS we prepared for the blessing of 
Lazarus House on Friday the 27th, 4 
Even though the house was basically » people since our opening, 
done, and we had been living in it ; The second Lazarus scripture 
for nearly a month, we kept finding > x Le reminds us that we are here to serve 
things to do to spiff it up, things a : the present-day Lazaruses who would 
like touch-up painting, putting up gladly share the scraps of our rich 
curtains, and some serious house— tables. 
cleaning. By the time 8:00 Friday For some the house blessing may 
evening rolled around we were ready be seen as the climax, but for me 
to sit down and rest in the presence aS a newcomer on the staff it is 
of the Lord and of the fifty to only a beginning, The newly resur~ 
seventy-five people that joined us y rected Lazarus House has many more 
for the evening's festivities. years of service to give to the poor 

Bishop Dingman celebrated the %, Of Des Moines, 

Eucharist and blessed the house, We extend our thanks to Bishop 
not only with water but({in commemor- Dingman and Fr, Krettek for their 
ation of the house's original participation in this dedication 
condition)with incense. Fr. Dan service, and to all of you who 
Krettek prepared the readings and ) shared it with us. Your presence 
prayers of the liturgy. The prayers ‘Made the event more joyous, And 

for the blessings of individual ae we also thank all of you who have 
rooms were the product of a joint helped and supported us through 
effort by several of us here, the two years' process of renovation, 
The three community members who are It could not have been done without 
actually living in the house, Norman, you. We ask you to continue to 
Dottie and myself, led the Bishop remember us and our needs--the 
throuch the houses a trail of other needs of Lazarus the poor man, 
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Chuck Offenburger's "Iowa Boy" S ‘ 
solu im tbs bes stnen Resi Mol@S OF THE Ch rete 


attention the "hobo party" for 
Governor Ray's birthday, The party 
was held at the governor's mansion 
and featured the cooking of Steam 
Train Maury, flown in from Toledo, 
Ohio, and put up at the Hilton so 
that he could prepare his famous 
mulligan stew for the governor's 


guests, Some persons find them- 

“Saturday night," Offenburger selves through no fault of 
reveals, “in the chowline around their own to have a homo- 
a bonfire in the back yard, Steam sexual orientation, Homo- 
Train Maury ladled stew from a big sexuals, like everyone else, 
kettle into the tin cans from should not suffer from 
which people ate, prejudice against their 

"Some of the guests came costumed basic human rights. They 
rather unconvincingly, the king have a rightto respect, 
[Steam Train]said, as hobos, ‘Maybe friendship and justice, 
they didn't look quite right, but They should have an active 
remember, these are mostly profes- role in the Christian com 
sional people,’ he said." munityssse 

Well, some of us could not share The Christian community 
in the merriment generated by this should provide them with 
inspirational event. Those of us who a special degree of pas- 
work with people forced into desti- toral understanding and 
tution by the economic policies of care, 


our ruling politicians simply could 
not get into the festive mood. We 
couldn't help wondering how any 
genuinely hungry people who might 
have showed up to crash the party 


--"To Live in Christ 
Jesus: A Pastoral 
Reflection on the 
Moral Life", by 


would have been treated by the the Catholic Bishops 

revelers. Oh, it would certainly of the United Spee iy ! ; , ( F~ Pectaitions 
have dampened the jolly spirit November 11, es hy! 4 u »} hy ; 
of the gathering! This mulligan ff 

stew is only for those already 

fattened on steak, ave 


On. that note, we present to 
Governor Ray the Emperor Nero Award 
for Good Taste. — ss 
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LETTERSLETTERSLETTERS 


Buenos Aires 
Sept. 16, 1982 


Friends: 

Our friends are living moments of 
great expectation owing to the prob- 
able way back to elections and to 
democracy. This way is paved with 
serious problems that make me think, 
somehow, that we are rather far 
from stability. Everybody wants a 
happy end but there are big black 
clouds in the sky. 

Public opinion is asking for an 
exhaustive investigation by the app- 
ropriate authorities(even further, 
by Parliament) connected with the 
missing people(the "disappeared"’) ; 
some kidnappings(and probably murders) 
such as that of the regime's ambas- 
sador to Venezuela, Sr, Hidalgo Sola, 
and many other victims who have not 
been proven to be subversives; huge 
sums of money earmarked for the 1978 
World Cup preparations and recklessly 
squandered; and lately perhaps the 
disastrous defeat by Britain in the 
Malvinas, which no doubt increased 
the Argentine debt of US$40 billion. 

This turmoil couldn't be worse, 
but from the deepest and bitterest 
bottom the voice of the Church has 
arisen full of hope and courage in 
a vast episcopal document. Due to 
its length there would be no room in 
via pacis to print it, but I excerpt 
some parts of it. The title:"The Way 
to Reconciliation", 

1)...It is our purpose, following 
the Holy Father's words, to be use- 
ful to reconciliation and peace. It 
is a guarantee that the Argentine 
people are willing to rise up from 
their prostration, produced not only 
by their military defeat but by old 
scars in the economic and social 
fields. War, for any reason, is 
always absurd and always unjust. 
(John Paul IT, Ezeiza #5.) 

5)Human dignity has its source in 
the Creator and not in the State. 
This dignity has its foundation not 
in power or money or science or human 
authority, but only in God, 

15)We judge it convenient to lift 
the state of siege, The democratic 
way of life fundamentally involves 
freedom. 

21)The present economic situation 
demands very urgently the exercise 
of justice and charity. The high 
prices, the low salaries, the massive 
unemployment and the inflation, the 
usury and indexation{sic]. On the 
other hand the huge floods. All this 
brings worry, anguish and distress, 
and affects the lives of many men 
and their families, even the whole 
population; and it affects peace. 

22)Because we all know the merci- 
ful heart of our Father, we beg you 
all to pray indefatigably that Argen- 
tina become a reconciled country with 
the austerity and generosity of those 
who possess more joined to those who 
possess less and bear wants of all 
kinds, in a pleasing sacrifice to 
our Lord. We the Bishops, as a token 


LE 


of reconciliation with the help of 
the Lord, ask all people to devote 
the tenth of September as a fast day 
which identifies us with Christ. 
August 11, 1982. 
Your brother in Christ, 
Ernesto Corradi. 
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{Eds. notes: We have received, since 
our last issue, two very long letters 
from Fr. Mike Colonnese in Mexico, 
Space does not permit our printing 
them.in their entirety; excerpts are 
below. 

August 14, 1982 
Bravo, Frank, and what did Mr. Turner 
reply? 

Thank you for sending via pacis. 
I just received it after a trip 
through the refugee areas of Chiapas 
at the Guatemala border, The message 
it brought was quite a contrast to 
what I experienced among that mass 
of suffering humanity. 

Brothers and Sisters at che 
Catholic Worker, it would be folly 
for me to attempt to describe the 
suffering I witnessed. In one field... 
no trees to give shade...dust two 
inches thick...I saw more than one 
thousand people,’ primarily women and 
children trying to survive, the 
majority of them suffering from. 
malaria, Children with ‘bloated ‘sto= 
machs, filled with parasites,- 

Women without hope. Women. who have 
lost their husbands and have been 
left with children to care for; 
women who lost their sons; old men 
who could hardly walk--all-of them 
victims of the inhuman tyranny of 
General Rios Montt, a “reborn 
Christian". How any American repre- 
sentative or senator could possibly 
affirm Mr. Reagan's lie of certifi- 
cation defies the imagination.... 
What is wrong with our country? What 
is its sickness? I used to think it 
was only greed, the greed of materi- 
alism. But even American materialists 
and capitalists have some sense of 
decency. I thought they did. Yet in 
this situation there is nothing 
merally good--nothing. There is 
nothing human--nothing,. There is 
only sin and destruction of human 
life. 

The inhuman treatment of the 
indigenous people of Guatemala,when 
revealed, is not believed. Guatemalan 
soldiers have cut open the heads of 
infants and eaten their brains. 
Infants have been. slain, dismembered 
and placed in piles to burn,....Can 
this be the result of selfishness 
and greed or is something even more 
Satanic operative in all of this?... 

I ask you all to pray for them-- 
they are so abandoned. They asked 
for a Eucharistic Liturgy and yet I 
couldn't find any semblance of God, 
except the crucifixion, there; and 
thus the Eucharist would be appro- 
priate, Excuse the confused thought-- 


the terrible contradictions (apparent) 
in what we believe. Pray for me also. 
We are to forgive our enemies and the 
enemies of the poor are my enemies. 
But it is hard to find forgiveness 
in your heart. This is where we real- 
ize how magnificent is Jesus-~-that 
he found forgiveness for all, and 
gave his life for all.... 

Love tO yOues.. 


September 6, 1982 


Beloved, 

The situation is not improving. 

I don't know what the news media in 
the states are telling you but I 
see the effects of the constant 
repressions of people" rights and 
the assault on their persons each 
day. 

I spent a period of time in the 
refugee areas(camps)in Chiapas along 
the Guatemalan border. They are not 
camps(in the sense of shelter, etc.) 
but simply open fields where the 
refugees have erected makeshift lean- 
to type dwellings....When you see 
all that suffering at one time and 
the despair, the hopelessness which 
accompanies it, you cannot help but 
but shout out "where is God?" Yet 
you know that it is in that very 
suffering that the Lord exists and 
the question to be shouted out is 
"where are all those who believe in 
the Lord and who say we are all 
brothers and sisters?" It is not a 
Hollywood setting. It is a real life 
situation of tragedy. We are doing 
what we can. To be honest, there are 
a number of wonderful people working 
in the Chiapas camps. There is no 
need for new operations but rather 
for cooperation and that is what I 
am doing. At the present I am trying 
to accumulate some money to send to 
Chiapas to help with food and medicine, 
Since it has to be hand-delivered we 
have to wait until we have an amount 
which warrants our long trip.... 

You are in my prayers. Please pray 
for me. 

Mike 
[Eds. note: Contributions may be sent 
to: Commitment, 2700 Gaines St., 
Davenport, IA 52804.] 


ERSLETTERSLETTER 


cLETTERSLETTERSLETTERS 


We thought our readers might be dear friend; we need to start Iowans Legislature(I am 74). While 
interested in the following exchange putting our lives on the line now I am in favor of the improvements 
of letters. Not too long ago, we before they are wasted by the Bomb, they are seeking, everything else 
received, as did a number of other Peace, is secondary for me to working for 
papers in the state, a letter from Frank Cordaro Practical cooperation among the 
Milly Clapp, a Friend from Earlham, Milly's reply was written on the ~nations and a complete cessation 
Iowa, well-known by repute to many waste space on Frank's note: of competition and armaments, When 
Iowa peace people, After listing the band strikesup a Sousa march, 
sixty-six groups’ names, she continued: Ra Sapa thought the there should be Be much glamor in 
The above organizations, during Situation through as realistically ee ig  E enters SHIRES a . 
the past several weeks, have invited as Gary Eklund, the pattern of using Chee eee Le eg 
me to be a member or have asked me force would disappear. The same Lae ee Poca 
for a contribution, to pay for a military build-up, I % ee 
I see the importance of practically would resist Paying income tax but We might add that Milly's generosity 
all of your objectives, but can you I don't have enough money to qualify is unquestioned: she enclosed $10, 
imagine a household renovating their to pay income tax, I am Madison Thank you for it and for your wisdom, 
house while there is a gas leak in County Representative in the Older dear friend. 


the basement? You organization people 
are working at renovating our larger 
house, the world, while a “world 

gas leak"(possibility of world incin- 
eration set off by computer error) 
has not been eradicated. Your excel - 
lent programs have meaning only if 
the possibility of a suddenly life- 
less earth is removed, At present, 
only good luck is between us ana 
extinction, 

The present movement toward 
reducing nuclear arsenals would 
reduce the "overkill" potential, 
but not the possibility of world 


obliteration without the overkill, 
Some of your organizations are in 


favor of keeping conventional arma- 
ments for killing special groups of 
people in special locations, and 
are against keeping the nuclear 
bomb, which would cook us eulal 
This "selective murder" plan is 
really too ghastly and grisly for 
enlightened people to contemplate, 
as demonstrated by the killing in 
Lebanon, Iran, Afghanistan, the 
Falkland Islands, and Central America, 
A clarion call from your organ-— 

izations for total world disarmament 
would give a little hope to all of 
your despairing memberships and a 
message to Congress to start imple- 
menting a plan immediately directed 
toward total world disarmament. 

4n existence activist, 

Milly Clapp 
Frank replied: 

September 24 


We came in all manner of Guises & 
disguises & 

"Sixty seven of us were arrested 
at the notorious 

Riverside Research Institute 


where the unsavory menu 
is armageddon 


there were enough police 
to prevent the last day 


a fact which so to speak 
put us 
on the same side 


HifesHima pay 

198 2 Se ae cies 
Milly, Me adminot ) 
Great letter to the organ= 


izations! You are isieighes, age GS 


AO is not f : 
Havin No Firtune, = tue SOO a now U 
WHIEH 1 te say guns 
Refus 


ind. 
never enough just to give to your Harp ae j < af fies apy ae FTA 
favorite organizations and do TRUM Perry we trices i 
nothing yourself to stop this mad We 4Re Free... 
arms race we are in, Might I FoR the WoRK ORDAINED 
suggest you consider doing tax PSM ie 
resistance as a direct way to UNCOVERING tire Deap 
Say no to the government, or, if gue ee 


you are able, join us at SAC the 
next time we put our bodies on 

the line, Direct resistance is one 
of the most cherished USA traditions 
we have, though few Americans even 
know it--why, it's even written in 
our Declaration of Independence, 
You might consider joining us on 
the first day of Gary Eklund's 
trial here in Des Moines November 
1. We are hoping to blockade the 
Main courthouse. Time is short, 
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F Sms motte Nayaseds Pray — 


ToRemember 
Is To A 
Pope John Paul Il 


via _pacis 
Des Moines Catholic Worker 


P.O. Box 4551 
Des Moines, Iowa 50306 
515-243-0765 


Des Moines, Lowa 
Address Correction Requested 


